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fir.  Edwin  '."/arfield,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Board  of  Natural  Resources 
State  Office  Building 
Annapolis,  Maryland. 

Dear  I'/Ir.  Farfield: 

I  am  transmitting  herevfith  a  brief  summary  entitled, 
"Supplemental  Report  on  Selection  of  a  Site  for  a  Bayside  State 
Park  -  Probable  Economic  Effects  of  Location  of  a  State  Park  in 
Calvert  County"  which  has  been  prepared  by  the  Commission  as 
supporting  data  to  its  findings  and  recommendations  contained  in 
its  "Report  on  Potential  Areas  and  Recommendations  for  the  Selection 
of  a  Bayside  State  Park  and  Demonstration  Area"  transmitted  to  you 
under  date  of  August  7,  1945. 

Data  compiled  in  this  report  clearly  indicates  that  the 
development  of  a  Bayside  State  Park  in  Calvert  County  would  contribute 
many  lasting  benefits  to  the  County.  These  benefits  are  evaluated  at 
several  times  the  value  which  the  County  might  possibly  lose  in  tax 
revenues  and  from  other  economic  considerations.  Also,  sueh  develop- 
ment would  help  stabilize  the  dwindling  economy  of  the  County. 

The  Commission  believes  that  those  data  should  prove  helpful 
to  your  Board  in  avaluating  the  recommendations  made  in  the  "Report 
on  Potential  Areas  and  Recommendations  for  the  Selection  of  a  Bayside 
State  Park  and  Demonstration  Area." 

Assuring  you  of  the  Commission's  eagerness  to  be  of  assistance 
to  you  in  any  of  your  planning  and  development  problems,  I  am 

Very  t  ruly  yours ,  ,. 

lenry  VUHr ,   Chairman 
Maryland  State  Planning  Commission. 
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September  13,  1%5. 


Mr.  Henry  P.  Irr,  Chairman 
Maryland  State  Planning  Commission 
Room  20  Latrobe  Hall 
The  Johns  Hopkins  University 
Baltimore -18,  Maryland, 

Dear  Mr.  Irr: 

Transmitted  herevirith  is  the  Supplemental  Report  on  the 
Selection  of  a  Site  for  a  Bayside  State  Park,  containing  a  discussion 
of  the  Probable  Economic  Effects  of  the  Location  of  a  State  Park  in 
Calvert  County,  v;hich  the  Board  of  Natural  Resoiirces  requested  on 
August  21,  194-5.  This  study  shows  that  Calvert  County,  which  is  economically 
out  of  balance  and  has  a  relatively  lov;  level  of  economic  activity,  should 
be  materially  benefited  by  the  location  of  the  park  within  its  boundaries. 

Revenue  paid  to  the  County  government  out  of  park  operating 
receipts  should  amount  to  several  times  the  tax  payments  now  received  from 
the  property  proposed  for  inclusion  in  the  park.  Total  production  and 
trade  in  the  County  should  be  materially  increased  and  property  values 
adjacent  to  the  park  should  be  enhanced.  Other  indirect  benefits  should 
result.  These  conclusions  are  based,  hov.'ever,  upon  the  assumption  that 
the  park  virill  be  sufficiently  developed  and  publicised  to  attract  the 
attendance  estimated. 

Sincerul 


I.fclvin  E.   Scheldt 
Consultant. 
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ECONOMIC  EFFECT  OF  A  STATE  PARK 
UPON 
CALVERT  COUNTY 

Development  of  a  Bayside  State  Park  and  Demonstration  Area  in 
Calvert  Coxmty  will  natiorally  affect  the  economy  of  the  Coimty,  The  direction 
of  this  affect  and  the  magnitude  thereof  depends  to  a  considerable  degree 
upon  the  existing  economic  condition  of  the  area.  The  follovifing  study  reviews 
the  economic  condition  of  Calvert  County,  and  describes  in  detail  the 
influence  which  operation  of  a  State  Park  would  have  upon  it.  This  descrip- 
tion includes  not  only  a  statement  of  the  gains  and  losses  to  production  and 
trade  in  the  County,  but  attempts  to  sot  down  and  evaluate  some  of  the  other 
benefits,  both  direct  and  indirect.  As  will  be  seen,  the  park  is  found 
to  be  beneficial  in  many  ways  and  detrimental  in  none. 

EXISTING  ECONOMICS  OF  CALVERT  COUNTY 
General  Description 

Calvert  Coimty  has  an  area  of  1/.0,160  acres.   Census  figures  for 
194.0  indicate  that  TPffo   of  this  area  is  forested,  and  36>b  or  about  51,000 
acres  is  arable.   (Figures  for  194-5  indicate  a  forested  area  of  62^).  There 
are  approximately  1,200  farms  averaging  87  acres  in  size,  as  contrasted  with 
an  average  size  of  100  acres  per  farm  for  the  State  as  a  v/hole.  The  average 
value  per  acre  of  these  farms,  including  both  land  and  buildings,  is  about 
$4.5,  compared  ^vith  an  average  of  ^65  for  the  entire  State.  The  density  of 
population  of  the  County  is  about  one  person  for  each  15  acres  of  land. 

The  County  is  essentially  agricultural  in  character.  There  are 
areas  where  pasture  land  of  first  quality  support  splendid  herds  of  beef 
cattle,  and  corn,  wheat  and  garden  crops  are  raised  on  other  sections. 
However,  this  is  not  a  general  characterisitc  of  the  area.  For  the  most 
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part,  the  soils  are  considered  poor  and  rather  badly  eroded,  as  compared  with 
other  sections  of  the  State,  and  are  found  to  be  unsuited  to  general  farming. 

The  office  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  at  the  University  of 
Maryland  reports  that  the  soil  condition  in  Calvert  County  is  probably  the 
worst  in  the  State.  Fortunately,  these  badly  eroded  and  depleted  soils  are 
well  suited  to  tobacco,  however,  and  as  long  as  the  tobacco  market  continues 
good,  the  farmers  of  the  County  are  not  too  badly  affected.  Nevertheless, 
even  if  tobacco  cropping  is  continued,  the  follovdng  soil  conservation 
practices  are  indicated  to  be  desirable  if  further  reduction  in  fertility 
and  agricultural  income  are  to  be  avoided. 

Land  to  be  returned  to  forest  through  planting  of  trees  -  2,081 

acres. 

Contour  ploughing  '^nd  planting  -  8,297  acres. 

Strip  cropping  -  2,181  acres. 

Seeding  to  pasture  -  16,160  acres. 

Drainage  required  on  5,808  acres. 

Terracing  -  6,13/!^  acres. 

Contour  furroughing  of  pastures  -  1,931  acres. 

There  is  some  overlapping  in  these  several  categories,  but  even 
so  it  appears  that  about  one-half  of  the  51,000  acres  of  arable  land  in 
the  County  is  in  need  of  serious  attention  even  with  the  continued  planting 
of  tobacco.  If  the  tobacco  crop  should  fail,  or  the  tobacco  market  becajne 
depressed,  the  County  would  unquestionably  find  itself  in  a  serious  economic 
plight.  Far  more  drastic  measures  would  be  required  to  introduce  general 
farming  as  a  widespread  County  practice,  and  it  is  indicated  that  it  would 
take  many  years  to  rebuild  the  soil  to  the  point  vjhere  it  would  support 
such  practice. 

Incidentally,  this  serious  need  for  soil  conservation  measures 
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provides  an  additional  re? son  for  locating  the  Park  in  the  County,  as  its 
cooperative  use  in  conjunction  Vvith  the  Department  of  Research  and  Education 
for  demonstration  purposes  might  prove  highly  beneficial. 

Specifically,  the  soils  of  the  arable  portion  of  the  proposed 
Lusby  State  P?!rk  site  are  classified  as  sassrfras  loam,  suitable  primarily 
for  tobacco,  and  are  considered  by  the  Department  of  Agronomy  of  the 
University  of  Maryland  as  of  good  quality  for  this  purpose.  The  soils  of 
Drum  Point  are  classed  as  sassafras  sandy  loam,  and  are  also  considered 
of  good  quality. 

With  the  exception  of  agriculture,  the  County's  only  other  major 
resources  rre  its  f  jrests  and  the  vrater  front.  Thare  pre  no  valuable 
mineral  deposits  and  no  industries  or  manufacturing,  v:ith  the  exception 
of  boat  building  -nc  the  other  occupations  usually  associated  with  proximity 
to  salt  v/ater.  These  are  located  mostly  at  Solomons  and  occupy  a  relatively 
small  percentage  of  the  population. 

Until  the  last  decade,  the  population  of  the  County  declined  almost 
uniformly  for  fifty  years,  and  only  in  19A0  did  it  again  reach  about  the 
same  level  as  it  vras  in  1880.  V>fith  the  exception  of  an  additional  increase 
during  the  last  four  years,  brought  about  by  the  construction  of  military 
establishments  at  and  near  Solomons,  the  population  has  increased  only 
17^^  in  150  years,  and  none  during  the  last  80  years, 

Chesapeake  Beach,  North  Beach,  and  Solomons  are  the  only  incorporated 
towns.  Their  total  population  is  about  8^0  persons.  About  k5%   of  the 
population  of  the  County  are  negroes. 
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CALVERT  COUNTY  POPULATION 
1790  to  1%0 
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Production  and  Trade 

Data  taken  from  United  States  Census  tabulations  shov/  that  out 
of  a  total  value  of  $1,364-, 000  for  all  farm  and  forest  products  sold,  traded 
or  used  on  the  farm  in  1939,  70^  or  ^956,000  represents  the  value  of  the 
tobacco  crop  alone.  In  the  fields  of  retail  and  v/holesalo  trade,  which  in  a 
v;cll  balanced  and  prosperous  agricultural  area  usually  supports  a  population 
greater  than  the  actual  farm  population,  the  number  so  employed  in  Calvert 
County  in  1940  vras  400,  as  contrasted  v;ith  1,177  farm  operators  (not  inclujding 
hired  farm  help).  These  figures  suggest  that  the  oconomy  of  the  County  is 
unbalanced.  The  total  gross  sales  value  of  all  trade,  ivholesale  and  retail, 
ye.s   only  $2,470,000  in  1940.  Total  gross  valiie  of  farm  production  and  sales 
combined,  amounted  to  about  $3,900,000  or  about  $420  per  person.  The 
average  for  the  whole  State  was  $756  per  person. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  figures  given  above  do  not  represent 
net  income  to  the  people  of  the  County,  but  gross  sales  income,  from  which 
expenses,  wages,  rents,  costs  of  inventories,  stock,  supplies  and  other 
items  must  be  deducted  before  net  income  is  determined.  Thare  vms,  of  course, 
other  income  to  the  County  from  miscellaneous  businesses,  professions,  and 
other  sources  not  listed,  but  these  figures  cover  the  major  soiu-ces  of 
income  and  are  therefore  at  least  indicative  of  the  level  or  standard  of 
living  of  the  County  compared  with  the  State.  It  must   also  be  noted  that 
they  include  farm  produce  actually  used  on  the  farm. 
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28%  of  all  farm  operators  in  1939  reported  working  part  time 
off  farms  for  an  average  of  10/i.  days  per  year. 

1929 


Value  of  tobacco  crop 

Total  value  of  crops  harvested 

and  forest  products  sold 
Total  value  of  all  farm  products 

sold,  traded  or  used 


^1,039,75^ 
1,392,166 
1,580,3-iO 
Wholesale  Trade  in  Calvert  County  -  1940 


1939 

$  955,608 
1,184,000 
1,363,893 


Number  of  establishments 

Total  sales 

Active  proprietors 

Average  number  of  employees 

Payroll 


Retail  Sale  -  1940 


Total  stores 


Total  sales 

No.  of  active  proprietors 

Employees 

Payroll 


11 
$576,000 
12 

154 
$60,000  or  ^384  per  employee 


165  (About  half  of  these 
are  grocery  and 
combination  food  and 
general  stores). 


$1,894,000 
163 
171 


$125,000  or  $731  per  employee 
For  the  State  as  a  T/hole 


Area 

Population  of  State  -  1940 


6,327,680  acres 
1,813,391 


Total  value  of  all  farm  and  forest  products  sold,  traded,  or 
used  -  1929  -  ^89,828,462.  1939  -  $64,083,970. 

Total  v/holesale  sales  -  2,464  establishments  and  $688,989,000. 
Payroll  -  $33,412,000. 

Total  retail  sales  -  25,566  stores  and  $619,273,000.  Payroll  - 
$66,079,000. 

Total  Production  and  Trade  -  $1,372,345,470  or  about  $750  per 
person. 
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FEDERAL  POWER  COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER    1942 

DEPENDENCE  ON  RAW  MATERIALS 
DEPRESSES  INCOME 
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PRODUCERS  OF  RAW  MATERIALS -*! 940 


"ENGAGED  IN  AGRICULTURE,  FORESTRY,  FISHING  AND  MINING,  AS  PER  CENT  Of  TOTAL  EMPLOYED  POPULATION 
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Recreational  Developments  as  an  Aid  in  Balancing  the  Economy 

The  statistics  just  recited  indicate  that  Calvert  County,  being 
dependent  primarily  upon  the  tobacco  crop,  is  somewhat  out  of  balance 
economically  and  operates  at  a  relatively  low  economic  level,  comptred 
v/ith  the  average  for  the  rest  of  the  State.  The  area  is  essentially  a 
producer  of  raw  materials,  and  its  low  income,  and  living  steindard  levels 
are  typical  of  similar  areas  throughout  the  United  States.   (See  exhibit 
from  F.  P.  C.  report  on  Arizona).  Elsewhere  in  the  country  where  such 
conditions  have  prevailed,  it  has  been  found  possible  in  many  instances 
to  develop  local  manufacturing  operations  or  to  promote  other  secondary 
economic  endeavors  such  as  sarvice  occupations,  tourist  traffic,  or 
related  activities,  to  balance  the  economy.  There  appears  to  be  no 
possibility  of  developing  either  manufacturing  or  most  of  the  service 
occupations  in  Calvert  County,  however,  due  to  location,  relative  sparsity 
of  population,  and  lack  of  facilities  and  resources.  If  a  balancing  of  the 
economy  is  desired  therefore,  the  County  must  resort  to  the  promotion  and 
exploitation  of  its  v/ator  front  areas  for  recreation  and  related  services, 
as  the  only  apparent  means  available. 

There  is  already  a  small  amount  of  recreation  induced  business 
in  the  Solomons  area,  based  on  the  fishing  guide  services  developed  by  the 
watermen.  Scattered  shore  front  colonies  are  located  along  the  Bay  shore 
of  the  County,  and  these  also  provide  some  local  trade.  These  items  are 
all  small,  hov;ever,  compared  v/ith  the  possible  business  which  might 
iiltimately  grow  out  of  f ull  2 xploitation  of  the  County's  total  recreational 
possibilities. 

As  an  illustration  of  hov;  important  such  traffic  can  become, 
recent  figures-'^"  indicate  that  the  tourist  trade  in  Southern  California,  where 

* (Report  of  the  Anglo-American  Caribbean  Commission  on  the  Caribbean 
Tourist  Trade,  1945). 
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a  thoroughgoing  professional  advertising  and  promotional  program  has  been 
fostered  for  many  years,  is  of  greater  value  to  the  area  than  is  the  entire 
movie  industry,  and  is  second  only  to  the  oil  industry.   In  New  Mexico,  an 
area  of  limited  businesses  and  agricultiiral  possibilities,  similar  to  Calvert 
County,  the  tourist  trade  provides  more  than  one  -half  the  entire  income  of  the 
State.  Other  areas  have  shown  results  almost  as  good.  These  results  have 
not  occurred  through  accident,  hov/ever.  The  people  of  these  areas  have 
recognized  the  possibilities  inherent  in  the  scenery,  climate  cjid  physical 
features  of  their  respective  territories,  and  have  put  themselves  to  no  small 
pains  to  see  that  the  rest  of  the  country  heard  about  them.  Calvert  County, 
and  Maryland  as  a  whole  for  that  matter,  night  ire  11  do  likevTise.  There  are 
many  sections  of  the  State,  including  the  area  in  Calvert  County  now  under 
discussion,  worthy  of  such  efforts. 

Calvert  County  has  31  miles  of  shores  bordering  the  Chesapeake 
Bay,  and  more  than  65  miles  bordering  on  the  Patvccent  River  and  its  tributaries. 
A  majority  of  this  shore  front  is  highly  suited  to  recreational  uses.  At 
its  farthest  point,  the  County  is  only  85  miles  from  Baltimore  City,  and  even 
closer  to  the  Washington  Metropolitan  Area.  Other  Bay  areas  closer  to  the 
centers  of  population  are  rapidly  becoming  congested.  With  the  reconversion 
from  v/ar  to  peace,  there  will  inevitably  be  a  great  demand  from  these  urban 
areas  for  additional  recreational  facilities  and  opportunities,  and  modern 
transportation  facilities  will  make  it  possible  for  these  people  to  travel 
considerable  distaxices  to  satisfy  these  demands.  The  pre-war  traffic  to  the 
Sky-Line  Drive  in  Virginia,  v/hich  received  widespread  publicity,  is  an  example 
of  the  potential  volume,  and  of  the  distances  people  cto   willing  to  travel 
even  for  a  one  day  journey.  Another  illustration  of  how  this  demand  is  likely 
to  grow  is  revealed  by  the  excerpt  from  the  YJashington  Post-  of  September  Ij 
1945,  reproduced  in  the  appendix, listing  Bayside  resorts  on  the  Chesapeake 
Bay,  and  describing  the  huge  Labor  Day  crowds  seeking  transportation  to  them 
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on  this  first  ration  free  holiday  follovdng  the  vrar.  The  area  which  is 
most  farsightcd  is  bound  to  benefit  most  from  this  potential  business. 

The  recreational  qualities  and  possibilities  inherent  in  the 
Calvert  County  v/ater  front  areas  are  as  great  and  as  satisfactory  as  raost 
f   other  sections  along  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  have  been  described  in  the  report 
on  the  selection  of  a  Bayside  State  Park  site  in  sufficient  detail  to  need 
no  further  discussion  here.  The  following  data  on  the  direct  and  indirect 
benefits  to  the  County  which  may  bo  expected  from  the  development  of  the 
proposed  State  Park  shov/s  that  the  Park  v/ill  not  only  be  a  benefit  in  itself, 
but  v^ill  help  to  promote  sound  shore  front  development  for  recreation 
purposes  throughout  the  County, 

It  is  believed,  and  strongly  urged,  that  the  development  of  the 
proposed  State  Park  in  Calvert  County  will  give  impetiis  to  v/idespread  water 
front  development  of  high  quality  and  vdll,  in  addition,  be  the  means  of 
increasing  the  v/elfare  of  the  residents  of  the  County,  through  the 
stimulation  of  other  secondary  businesses  required  to  service  the  tourist 
and  pleasure  traffic  so  induced* 

ESTIMATED  BENEFITS  MD  LOSSES  TO  CALVERT  GOUI^TY  FROM  CREATION  OF  THE  BAYSIDE 
STATE  PARK 

Losses  to  the  County  Resulting  from  Development  of  the  Lusby  Site 

Land  Loss 

The  Area  proposed  for  purchase  includes  about  2,100  acres  or  about 

1-^  of  the  County  total.  Of  this,  only  about  300  acres  is  arable,  hovrever, 

or  about  six-tenths  of  one  percent  of  the  total  arable  land  in  the  County, 

Considering  that  the  Coimty  sviffered  a  reduction  in  arable  land  of  13.3^ 

between  1930  and  1940,  this  additional  reduction  is  comparatively  insignificant. 

Tax  Loss 

The  assessed  valuation  of  the  proposed  park  site  is  not  exactly 


12  - 


determinable  because  of  uncertainty  of  the  relation  of  property  lines  to 
proposed  Park  boundaries,  but  from  assessed  values  listed  against  proper- 
ties of  similar  character,  the  average  probably  amounts  to  $15  per  acre 
or  a  total  of  ^31^500.  An  additional  amoxrnt  must  be  added,  however,  to 
allow  for  the  character  of  buildings  on  the  Bancroft  farm.  Assuming 
that  .^15,000  is  a  fair  additional  valuation,  this  brings  the  total  prob- 
able assessed  value  to  $/J^,500,   compared  with  $107,i!fOO  estimated  cost  to 
purchpse  the  property.  The  average  assessed  value  for  the  entire  County 
in  19^3  was  t2U  per  acre  for  land  and  improvements.  This  rate  applied  to 
the  Park  site  would  equal  «*50,i!^00.  Data  reported  to  the  U.  S.  Census 
Bureau  indicates  th?.t  the  local  people  consider  farm  lands  and  improvements 
to  be  worth  an  average  of  -1^5  per  acre,  T/hich  would  m^'.ke  the  value  of  the 
Park  site  $9A,500. 

The  State  Tax  Commission  reports  that  the  County  is  supposed 
to  assess  at  full  value,  but  even  so,  thu  basis  for  such  evaluation  must 
be  taken  into  account.  The  County  probably  assesses  the  land  on  the  basis 
of  its  potential  use  for  farming  or  timber  production  only,  Vvrhereas  the 
estimated  purchase  price  used  in  the  report  on  the  Selection  of  a  Site  for 
a  Bayside  State  Park  was  based  partly  upon  its  use  for  shore  front  recrea- 
tional development  and  also  takes  into  account  the  probable  asking  price 
for  the  land  when  sold  under  sellers  '  conditions,  rather  than  those  of 
distress  or  forced  sale.  Such  an  estimate  seems  to  be  the  safer  price  to 
consider  in  evaluating  the  property  for  cost  purposes.  For  purposes  of 
estimating  County  losses,  however,  the  probable  assessed  valuation  of 
$7^6,500  appears  to  be  more  nearly  correct.  A  rounded  figure  of  r50,000 
will  be  used. 

The  tax  rate  in  Cplvert  County  for  l'5/!^5  is  ;'1.65.   Thus  the 
County  government  vrould  lose  ,""825  per  year  in  taxes  through  purchase  of  the 
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Lusby  site  by  the  State.  In  19AA>  the  rate  was  $1.91  vvhich  would  make  the 
loss  1^955 ,  In  19A3i  the  rate  was  only  (!1.6l,  however,  which  would  have 
caused  a  loss  of  $805.   An  average  annual  loss  of  .?"862  will  be  assumed. 
This  is  the  minimum  annual  ajnount  which  the  County  must  receive  from  Park 
operating  revenues  in  order  not  to  sustain  a  loss. 
Population  and  Farm  Production  Losses 

There  are  about  twenty  dwellings  on  the  area,  some  occupied  part 
time  by  owners,  some  by  negro  owners  and  tenants,  and  some  by  vchite  farmers 
".nd  farm  workers.  Assuming  an  average  of  four  persons  per  house,  this 
means  that  about  eighty  persons  vdll  be  displaced. 

In  farm  products,  assmning  the  area  to  be  average,  the  reduction 
would  amount  to  about  0.006  of  ,*l,/!tOO,000  or  about  ,^8,/!^00  per  year.  If  the 
displaced  persons  moved  out  of  the  County,  it  would  mean  a  reduction  in  re- 
tail trade,  on  the  same  proportion  of  about  f  12,000  in  ,gross  trade  per  year. 
There  appears  to  be  no  comparable  basis  for  estimating  effect  upon  wholesale 
trade,  but  assuming  this  to  be  effected  in  the  same  proportion,  the  loss 
might  be  .<'3,600. 

Since  the  commercial  fishermen  now  operating  from  the  Flag  Pond 
beach  are  reported  to  be  residents  of  the  Eastern  Shore,  and  since  their 
business  is  generally  wholesale  to  the  metropolitan  areas,  the  displacement 
of  their  center  of  operations  probably  would  not  affect  the  County  at  all. 
They  would  in  all  probability  find  another  spot  nearby  in  any  case.  It  will 
be  assumed,  however,  that  their  business  is  worth  another  #1,000  in  gross 
trade  to  the  County.  Under  worst  conditions,  total  losses  to  County  pro- 
duction and  trade  v>rould  then  amount  to  about  .^25,000  per  year,  out  of  a 
total  of  $3,83A,000,  or  a  little  over  six-tenths  of  one  percent.   There 
would  perhaps  be  other  losses  such  as  payments  for  professional  services 
and  other  unlisted  items,  which  might  bring  this  total  to  .^^30,000. 
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Losses  if  the  Drum  Point  Site  is  Developed 

Tax  Losses 

The  Drum  Point  site  contains  approximately  2,700  acres.  Assuming 
that  the  average  assessed  value  of  this  property  is  $15  per  acre  for  land 
and  improvements,  the  total  assessed  value  v;ould  be  ilj^,^00.     There  are  no 
unusual  structures  on  the  property  requiring  an  additional  allowance,  but  a 
rounded  figure  of  ^ii^5,000  will  be  assumed.  At  an  average  tax  rate  of  i:''1.72, 
the  total  annual  taxes  on  the  property  would  amount  to  $77A. 

Other  Losses 

There  are  only  about  five  dwelling  houses  on  the  entire  Drum  Point 
site  of  which  the  principal  two  are  abandoned.  There  are  only  about  235  acres 
of  arable  land  included  in  the  area,  a  large  portion  of  which  has  also  been 
abandoned,  although  still  in  excellent  agricultural  condition.  Even  if  this 
abandoned  farm  land  is  included,  reduction  in  arable  land  would  amount  to 
only  ^6/l00  of  one  percent.  Reduction  in  farm  production  would  amount  to  about 
^6,500  of  all  the  arable  land  now  producing.  At  present,  this  loss  would  be 
less  than  $3,000.  Displacemtnt  of  persons,  and  reduction  in  trade  would  be 
practically  insignificant,  as  there  are  only  about  ten  persons  living  on  the 
whole  tract.  Their  removal  from  the  County  vroiild  cause  a  total  loss  in  pro- 
duction and  trade  of  only  about  $^^,000. 

BENEFITS  TO  THE  COUNTY 

With  one  or  two  small  exceptions  hereafter  noted,  benefits  would 
be  the  same  regardless  of  which  site  is  selected,  and  no  separate  computation 
for  each  site  was  made. 

Direct  Payments  to  the  County  Government 

The  State  is  required  to  pay  to  the  County  15%   of  all  revenue 
received  in  the  process  of  operating  the  State  Park.  Revenue  will  result 
from  sale  of  timber,  parking  and  admission  charges,  payments  from  con- 
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cessionaires  and  other  sources.  These  are  evaluated  as  follows: 
Timber  Sales 

There  are  an  estimated  1,700  acres  of  tinber  land  on  the  Lusby 
site  of  which  about  one-third  is  pine  and  two-thirds  hardwood.  Since  the 
area  v;ill  be  operated  primarily  as  a  park,  it  is  considered  improper  to 
operate  the  whole  of  the  forested  area  as  a  forest  demonstration  project. 
About  one-half  of  the  timber,  in  the  most  desirable  sections,  will  be  allowed 
to  mature  uncut  to  provide  recreational  forest  groves.  The  other  half  will 
be  cut  on  a  sustained  yield  cycle  of  thirty  years  for  pine,  and  sixty  years 
for  hardwoods. 

2BU   acres  of  pine,  producing  ten  cords  of  pulpwood  per  acre  at 
C^2.50  per  cord,  harvested  over  thirty  years  would  produce  !!^1Zh2  per  year. 

567  acres  of  hardwood,  producing  3jOOO  board  feet  of  lumber  per 
acre  at  $8  per  thousand,  harvested  over  sixty  years  would  produce  ^227  per 
year. 

Total  estimated  annual  income  from  forests  amounts  to  f369  per 
year,  of  which  15%   is  f55  per  year  payment  to  the  County  government.  In  the 
case  of  Drum  Point,  this  sum  would  be  about  33^  greater. 
Rentals  and  Admissions 

Cabins 

One  hundred  cabins  are  planned  at  a  weekly  rental  charge  of  $25 
per  week  for  a  ten  week  season.  This  will  produce  ^25,000  and  15^  of  this 
is  43,750. 

Bathing  and  Parking 

The  total  seasonal  attendance  at  the  Park  for  all  purposes  is 
Estimated  at  100,000  persons.  This  seems  reasonable  when  it  is  realized 
that  attendance  at  Beverly  Beach  during  the  months  of  June  and  July  alone, 
under  wartime  restrictions  of  travel  and  gasoline  rationing,  amounted  to  over 
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38,000,  It  is  estimated  that  one-half  of  those  attending  would  use  the 
bathing  facilities,  and  that  there  would  be  one  automobile  for  each  three 
and  one-half  persons  or  28,570  cars. 

At  fifty  cents  per  car,  parking  charges  v/ould  produce  ri/!j,285, 
of  vfhich  15%  would  amount  to  $2,1-^.3. 

Fireplaces  and  similar  items  would  be  rented  to  perhaps  1,000  per- 
sons, at  tv;enty-five  cents  each  or  C'250,  of  which  15%   equals  $38. 

The  State  would  receive  a  payment  from  concessionaires  of  about  15% 
of  their  gross  income.   50,000  persons  using  the  bathing  concession  at  twenty- 
five  cents  per  person  would  produce  Cl2,500,  15^  of  ivhich  is  Q,875,  the 
County's  share  being  t280.  There  is  no  sound  basis  for  estimating  what  these 
payments  would  amount  to  for  the  other  concessions  until  a  more  definite  pol- 
icy is  evolved  as  to  v;hat  kind  of  foods,  drinks,  and  services  are  to  be  pro- 
vided, but  it  might  easily  be  assumed  that  each  visitor,  on  an  average,  would 
spend  about  fifty  cents  for  food,  soft  drinks  and  other  items.  15^  of 
:ii50,000  is  :.^7,500,  15^  of  which  is  Cl,l50. 

These  various  estimated  payments  to  the  County  governnent  total 
t-7,4l6.  Even  if  actual  payments  should  not  amount  to  this  much,  they  would 
certainly  ajiaount  to  several  times  the  amount  now  received  from  the  property 
in  taxes. 

Other  Direct  Benefits  to  the  County 

Trade 

It  is  estimated  that  28,500  automobiles  will  enter  Calvert  County 
during  the  ten  week  recreation  season  as  a  direct  result  of  the  existence 
of  the  State  Park.  Most  of  these  will,  no  doubt,  start  from  home  with  fuel 
tanks  full  or  nearly  so.  Assuming  that  one-third  of  them  vifill  require  addition- 
al fuel  for  the  homeward  journey,  however,  and  that  they  purchase  five  gallons 
each,  this  would  amount  to  ^,9,500.  In  addition,  oil,  soft  drinks,  cigars,  and 
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other  refreshments  are  likely  to  be  purchased  on  the  occrsion  of  such  stops 
for  fuel,  in  an  amount  of  perhaps  as  much  as  one-third  or  more  of  the  above 
value.  The  total  expenditures  mia-ht  therefore  be  considered  to  be  about 

a3,ooo. 

Occupants  of  the  cottages  in  the  State  Park  will  remain  in  residence 
on  an  average  of  ten  deys  each,  and  will  require  gasoline  and  other  supplies 
during  their  stay.  This  amounts  to  700  autos  spending  ten  days  in  the  County 
each.  Purchases  for  gasoline  and  oil  during  this  period  at  two  dollars  per 
car  is  ^.1,^00. 

A  certain  amount  of  repairing  of  autos  and  tires  will  be  required. 
Assuming  that  one-half  of  one  percent  of  all  cars  entering  the  Park,  or  about 
1^0  autos  per  season,  require  repair  vfork  to  the  extent  of  (10  each,  this 
Vifould  amount  to  sfl,^00. 

Occupants  of  cottages  will  require  supplies  of  groceries,  vegetables, 
milk,  and  ice.  Allowing  four  persons  per  cottage  for  an  average  stay  of  ten 
days,  and  assuming  that  they  xvill  bring  food  for  the  first  three  days,  supplies 
'would  then  have  to  be  provided  for  ^00  persons  for  about  fifty  days.  Allowing 
an  average  of  S;,1.50  per  person  per  day,  this  would  mean  an  expenditure  of 
.'"30,000.  In  addition,  these  people  will,  no  doubt,  take  one  or  two  meals 
at  a  nearby  restaurant  such  as  are  found  at  Solomons.  One  meal  per  person 
during  each  period  of  ten  days,  at  one  dollar  amounts  to  $2>800, 

No  doubt,  there  xv^uld  be  other  expenditures,  such  as  for  renting  of 
boats  and  fishing  giiide  service,  doctors'  services  and  other  items  which  might 
be  estima.ted  at  another  vA,000, 

An  increase  in  the  derar.nd  for  fishing  s'uide  services  operating  from  ■ 
the  park  itself  may  also  be  expected.  Fifty  fishing  guide  boats  vrere  reported 
to  be  operating  out  of  Solomons  prior  to  the  war.   Assuming  an  addition  of 
ten  boats  at  t25  per  day  for  an  average  of  thirty  days  per  season,  additional 
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income  would  amount  to  C'7}500, 

The  totr?.l  of  these  items,  representing  the  total  estimated  increase 
in  direct  trade  thus  anticipated  amounts  to  ^-70,000,  or  over  twice  the  es- 
timated total  loss  in  value  of  gross  trade  and  production  resulting  from  with- 
drawal of  the  land  from  farming,  and  the  displacement  of  persons  residing 
thereon. 

The  figure  just  quoted  represents  benefits  from  direct  expenditures, 
or  primary  benefits.  This  money,  once  spent  in  the  County,  will  be  respent 
by  the  recipients  for  supplies,  food,  clothing,  rent,  recreation,  and  other 
items.  The  number  of  times  such  sums  are  respent  or  turned  over  before  the 
economic  effect  of  such  turnover  disappears  is  not  readily  determinable. 
However,  a  factor  of  two  is  often  quoted,  and  is  regarded  as  reasonable  by 
this  Consultant.  If  such  a  factor  is  accepted  for  Cf.lvert  County,  the  second- 
ary or  respending  value  of  the  Park  induced  trade  would  then  amount  to 
Cl/tO,000.  The  total  benefits  in  terms  of  increased  trade  resulting  directly 
from  traffic  to  the  Park  mi?ht  then  be  computed  at  over  (210,000  annually, 
or  about  55^  of   the  total  present  production  and  trade  in  the  County.  Other 
direct  benefits  less  easily  computed  would  result  from  the  sale  of  fresh 
foods  and  supplies  to  the  restaurant  and  soft  drink  concessionaires  in  the 
Park. 

Empl oyment 

Employment  at  the  Park  will  be  mostly  seasonal.  Hovirever,  general 
maintenance  and  improvements  plus  patrolling  v.dll  probably  require  the  full 
time  services  of  ten  persons  throughout  the  year,  Vfeges  paid  would  be  at  the 
local  prevailing  rate  for  such  work.   Another  fifteen  or  twenty  attendants 
probably  would  be  required  during  the  recreation  season.  This  employment 
would  largely  offset  the  displacement  of  persons  now  residing  on  the  proposed 
Park  site,  and  to  this  degree  would  add  another  C20,000  to  ^25,000  to  the  total 
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of  County  trade. 

A  number  of  life  guards  and  waitresses  would  also  be  required,  but 
it  is  assumed  that  these  latter  would  be  recruited  from  the  ranks  of  college 
students,  as  is  so  frequently  done  in  other  similar  park  areas  in  other 
States, 

In  addition  to  operating  employment,  a  certain  amount  of  temporary 
employment  and  local  trade  would  result  from  the  initial  construction  of 
facilities  in  the  Park.  In  all  probability,  it  would  require  at  least 
£200,000  to  construct  cabins,  utilities,  concession  buildings,  trails,  and 
other  facilities,  all  of  which  would  benefit  the  County. 

The  use  of  the  Park  area  for  demonstrations  in  the  several  fields 
of  conservation,  such  as  shell  fish,  timber  and  game  production,  would  not 
only  benefit  the  County  people  through  the  knowledge  imparted  by  the  demon- 
strations, but  would  be  the  reason  for  visits  to  the  County  of  many  groups 
of  people  interested  in  conservation.  Not  only  vrould  many  training  sessions 
be  held  by  the  Department  of  Research  and  Education  for  officials  and  teachers 
of  the  State,  but  many  people  eminent  in  the  fields  of  conservation  vrould 
visit  the  area  in  their  professional  capacity.  All  of  this  activity  would, 
of  course,  bring  additional  income  to  the  County. 

These  researches  in  conservation  might  also  result  ultimately  in 
an  expansion  of  the  economy  of  the  County  through  the  discovery  of  methods 
of  utilizing  waste  land  for  such  things  as  wood  pulp  production,  or  the  prop- 
agation of  game  animals,  including  deer.  The  latter  in  turn  might  mean  an 
increase  in  demand  for  hunting  licenses  and  privileges,  and  for  hunting 
guide  service  on  much  of  the  County's  land  now  idle  or  grown  up  in  scrub 
timber. 

An  expansion  in  conservation  activities  on  the  demonstration  area 
would  also  require  several  more  persons  to  be  employed  full  time. 
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Indirect  Benefits 

The  rate  of  shore  front  development  in  Calvert  County  has  been  slow, 
and  oivners  of  land  anticipating  the  sale  of  their  water  front  property  at  high 
prices  for  recreation  purposes  have  had  to  wait  many  years,  and  would  no  doubt 
have  to  wait  many  more  years  in  order  to  realize  their  ambitions,  under  present 
conditions.  The  owners  of  the  property  proposed  for  inclusion  in  the  Park 
would,  of  course,  realize  a  substantial  profit  on  their  land  immediately,  as 
the  purchase  price  of  such  property  would  probably  be  based  in  part  on  the 
current  value  of  such  land  for  shore  front  development.  Other  areas  through- 
out the  Covmty  virould  ultimately  benefit  also,  hoy/ever.   It  has  been  the 
experience  of  other  park  developments  that  persons  coming  into  the  area  for 
a  limited  stay  at  a  public  park  frequently  return  in  later  seasons  and  either 
take  up  residence  for  a  longer  period  by  renting  privately  ovmed  facilities, 
or  by  purchasing  a  site  and  constructing  their  ovm  cottage.  The  proposed 
State  Park  will  be  the  means  of  introducing  the  water  front  of  Calvert  County 
to  thousands  of  people  v/ho  have  never  before  visited  it.   It  is  reasonable  to 
assume  that  out  of  these  thousands,  there  will  be  a  number  who  will  desire 
to  rent  or  piorchase  sites  of  their  own  in  order  to  permit  a  longer  vacation 
than  the  two  v?eeks  allo¥;ed  in  State  Park  cabins.  The  benefits  of  such  a 
movement,  in  terms  of  increased  land  values,  construction,  and  trade  are 
apparent . 

It  is  important  to  keep  in  mind  that  the  general  tone  and  character 
of  the  State  Park  development  will  also  bo  of  value  to  the  County.  The  Park 
will  be  run  in  an  orderly,  quiet  ¥/ay  which  willattract  a  desirable  class 
of  people,  including  those  professional  people  visiting  the  area  because  of 
their  interest  in  conservation.  This  should  help  to  establish  a  tone  to  the 
v;hole  development  in  the  County,  especially  in  the  area  adjacent  to  the  Park, 
which  could  not  help  but  be  beneficial  to  the  Coimty  in  a  general  way. 
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There  are  other  benefits,  such  as  the  assurance  of  a  good  road 
system  that  would  result  from  State  Roads  provisions  for  handling  the  increased 
traffic.  Farmers  vrould  benefit  through  demonstrations  in  soil  conservation, 
forest  management,  and  game  production  conducted  on  the  area  by  State  agencies. 
The  health  and  welfare  of  the  County  will  be  improved  through  the  improvement 
in  economic  status.  Enough  has  been  said,  however,  to  show  that  the  Coicnty 
will  benefit  in  every  v/ay  from  the  establishment  of  the  Park,  and  that  in  no 
department  is  the  Park  likely  to  cause  a  loss  or  deterioration  in  values. 

Suggested  Policy  for  Development  and  Operation 

All  of  the  preceding  estimates  of  benefits  are  predicated  upon  the 
assumption  that  the  State  will  make  available  adequate  funds  to  properly 
develop  the  Park,  so  that  it  v/ill  be  of  maximijm  use  to  the  public,  and  that 
the  Park,  once  established  will  be  given  the  kind  and  amount  of  publicity 
reqioired  to  thoroughly  acquaint  the  general  public  with  it.  A  perusal  of  the 
publications  and  procedures  of  other  States  operating  similar  public  recrea- 
tional facilities,  suggests  that  Ivlaryland  has  in  the  past  been  somewhat 
backv/ard  in  this  respect.  The  State  has  some  splendid  recreation  facilities 
and  possibilities  and  the  public  should  certainly  be  made  actively  aware  of 
them.  It  is  also  suggested  that  the  proposed  Park  area  be  carefully  studied 
in  detail,  preferably  with  the  aid  of  a  recreation  specialist  or  other  person 
experienced  in  such  park  developments,  £Jid  that  a  comprehensive  master  plan 
of  development  be  prepared  as  a  basis  for  construction  of  the  required 
facilities. 
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SUIMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS 

1.  Calvert  County,  until  recently,  lost  population  for  50  years, 
and  has  gained  only  17^  in  150  years. 

2.  Its  soils  are  probably  in  worse  condition  than  any  other  county 
in  Maryland,  and  in  general  are  suitable  only  for  tobacco,  v/hich  constitutes 
10%   of  its  total  farm  production. 

3.  The  County  is  economically  out  of  balance  and  has  a  relatively 
low  standard  of  living  compared  with  the  rest  of  the  State. 

4-.  The  only  resource  available  to  the  County  as  a  means  of 
balancing  and  expanding  its  econon^r  is  its  95  miles  of  water  front,  v/hich, 
however,  is  highly  satisfactory  for  recreation  purposes. 

5.  The  proposed  State  Park  and  Demonstration  Area  should  prove 
of  positive  value  in  promoting  the  sound  development  of  the  water  front 
areas  for  recreat::-on,  in  addition  to  producing  other  direct  benefits. 

6.  The  County  will  lose  about  six-tenths  of  one  percent  of  its 
arable  land  through  developm.ent  of  the  area,  and  about  80  persons  will  be 
displaced. 

7.  The  County  government  will  lose  about  $862  per  year  in  taxes, 
and  the  County  will  probably  suffer  a  reduction  in  total  production  and  trade 
of  about  $30,000  per  year  as  a  result  of  the  development  of  the  Park. 

8.  The  County  governmont  should  receive  about  $7,4-00  per  year 
in  direct  payment  as  its  share  of  operating  revenue,  and  the  County  shoiild 
experience  a  primary  increase  in  total  production  and  trade  of  about  $70,000 
per  year,  and  a  secondary  increase  of  about  !)?L+0,000  per  year  as  a  result 

of  the  operation  of  the  Park, 

9.  Adjacent  shore  front  property  should  increase  in  value  because 
of  the  development  of  the  Park. 

10.  Other  benefits,  such  as  increased  employment,  improvement 
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in  roads,  expansion  of  conservation  practices,  and  lessening  of  public 
expenditures  for  health  and  welfare  should  result  from  operation  of  the  Park 
and  the  demonstrations. 

11.   In  order  for  these  results  to  be  realized,  adequate  funds  for 
development  must  be  provided,  the  Park  must  be  publicised,  and  the  people 
of  the  State  made  fully  avrare  of  its  existance  and  its  recreational  and  other 
values. 
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EXCERPTS  FROM  THE  WASHINGTON  POST  -  SEPTELfflER  1,  1945 

Throngs  Jcun  Rail,  Bus  Depots;  Holiday  Exodus  Mounts  Hourly 
Score  of  Beaches  Within  Easy  Ruach  of  D.  C.  Motorists 

A  large-scale  exodus  of  Washington's  civilian  and  military  workers, 
celebrating  the  first  three-day  holiday  since  start  of  the  vrar,  began  last 
night.   It  will  gain  momentum  today  as  additional  v/orkers,  still  on  a  14>,-   and 
48-ho\xr  week  leave  for  all  points  within  a  500-mile  radius. 

Beginning  promptly  at  5  yesterday  cabs,  three  lanes  deep,  outside 
Union  Station,  disgorged  v/eokend  travelers  loaded  dovm  with  luggage,  tennis 
rackets  and  golf  clubs.  The  crowd  was  heavier  than  the  normal  wartime  travel 
loads,  particularly  for  the  trains  going  to  nearby  Maryland  beach  points  and 
into  Pennsylvania. 

At  bus  terminals  the  same  scene  was  reenacted. 

Government  girls,  v/ho  took  overnight  bags  to  work  with  them,  sat 
on  their  sxiitcases,  drinking  cokes  and  happily  contemplating  the  weekend. 

A  score  of  beaches  offering  almost  every  type  of  recreational 
facility  are  i.dthin  50  miles  of  Washington.  Beverly  Beach  is  the  most  popular 
with  capital  residents.   It  is  on  a  small  peninsula  overlooking  Chesapeake 
Bay  at  the  mouth  of  the  T/est,  Rhodes  and  South  rivers.   It  has  a  beautiful 
public  beach  with  bath  houses,  picnic  tables,  children's  playgrounds,  food 
and  drinks. 

Ford's  Beach  is  just  north  of  Beverly.   It  has  about  the  same 
accommodations  and  likely  will  not  be  quite  so  crowded  over  the  holidays, 

Beverly  and  Ford  beaches  may  be  reached  from  Annapolis  but  the 
most  direct  route  from  Washington  Is  Bennings  rd.  to  Central  ave.,  which  runs 
into  Maryland  Route  214-.  Follow  Route  21A  for  about  20  miles  to  the  junction 
of  Maryland  Route  2.  Turn  left  on  Highv/ay  2  and  follow  it  -g-  mile  to  Route  253, 
which  leads  directly  to  both  beaches.  Beverly  is  35  miles  from  Washington. 
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North,  Secside  and  Breezy  Point  beaches  overlook  Chesapeake  Bay 
some  miles  south  of  Beverly,  At  North  and  Breezy  Point,  bath  houses,  boating, 
overnight  accoraiiodations,  picnic  tables,  children's  playgrounds  and  fishing 
are  available  to  visitors. 

North  Beach  is  34  miles  from  Washington,  is  reached  out  Pennsylvania 
ave.,  se.,  to  Alabama  ave.,  and  left  on  Alabama  ave.,  to  Maryland  Route  No.  K. 
Follov;  4.  through  Upper  Marlboro  to  Drury.  Turn  left  on  Route  No.  ^16  at  Drury 
and  follow  it  to  Highvifay  No,  260  (a  few  miles  below  Dunkirk)  which  goes  into 
No.  261  -  the  road  leading  to  all  three  beaches. 

Motorists  taking  this  route  for  the  first  time  will  find  it 
interesting  to  make  a  brief  stop  at  Upper  Marlboro,  founded  in  1706  and  named 
for  the  Duke  of  Marlboro,  It  is  in  the  center  of  the  tobacco-raising  country 
of  Maryland.  Harvest  begins  the  first  of  September  and  likely  is  \inder  vray 
in  many  places  now. 

The  old  Marlboro  House  near  the  courthouse  on  Main  st.  was  built 
in  1732.  It  is  a  long  narrow,  badly  neglected  building  with  an  antique  shop 
in  one  end.  According  to  tradition,  when  George  I'/ashington  stopped  there  on 
his  trips  north  he  always  occupied  room  No.  7  on  the  second  floor. 

Near  Annapolis  are  several  public  and  a  number  of  private  beaches. 
Sherwood  Forest,  one  of  the  best  knovm  in  the  area,  has  a  public  as  well  as 
a  private  beach.  It  is  34  miles  from  Washington  and  is  reached  by  turning  off 
Highway  50  on  to  Route  176  a  few  miles  before  reaching  Annapolis.  Picnickers 
may  enjoy  sv/imming,  boating  and  fishing.  Meals,  sandwiches  and  drinks  are 
available  in  season. 

Margo  Vista,  Knoll  View,  Oak  Grove  and  Glen  Isle  are  other  beaches 
in  the  vicinity  of  Annapolis  v/hich  are  open  to  the  public  this  summer.  High- 
way markers  in  Annapolis  direct  motorists  to  all  beaches  near  there. 

Annapolis  offers  much  of  interest  to  visitors.  It  is  one  of  the  fevr 
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cities  remaining  in  America  that  has  retained  its  colonial  appearance  and 
gracious  atmosphere. 

Sir  Wren  Mapped  City- 
Sir  Christopher  Wren  laid  out  the  streets  of  Annapolis.  A  large 
circle  on  the  highest  elevation  v/as  designed  for  the  government  buildings. 
Beyond  this  another  circle  v/as  laid  out  for  the  Parish  Church.  From  these 
circles  the  streets  radiated  in  all  directions.  Only  part  of  the  v/ater  front 
v/as  set  aside  for  the  v/harves.  There  also  are  residences  v/ith  terrace  gardens 
sloping  to  the  river. 

The  executive  mansion  stands  betv/een  State  and  Church  Circles. 
It  v;as  built  in  1866.   Its  broad  semicircular  lavm  is  enclosed  by  an  iron 
picket  fence. 

St.  John's  College,  one  of  the  oldest  educational  institutions  in 
America,  is  located  in  the  heart  of  Annapolis  near  the  State  House.  Just 
nov/  it  is  very  much  in  the  public  eye  as  the  Naval  Academy  ¥/ishes  to  expand 
and  in  so  doing  desires  to  take  over  the  old  and  beautiful  campus  v;ith  its 
historic  buildings,  and  perhaps  destroy  the  structure.  The  college  is  housed 
in  a  group  of  ivy-covered  buildings  on  College  ave. 

The  Liberty  Tree  is  one  of  the  beloved  objects  on  the  campus.  It 
is  a  tulip  poplar  tree,  29  feet  in  circumference  and  festooned  with  trumpet 
creeper  and  ivy.  Scientists  say  it  is  600  years  old.  Revolutionary  meetings 
held  in  its  shade  earned  it  its  present  name.   In  IS^O  boys  ignited  gun- 
pov/der  in  its  hollow  trunk,  setting  it  afire.   Citizens  rushed  out  as  though 
a  public  building  were  threatened.  The  next  spring,  having  been  freed  of 
parasites  by  heat,  it  biorst  into  leaf  more  beautiful  than  ever. 

The  Naval  Academy  attracts  visitors  from  all  over  the  v/orld.  Closed 
to  the  public  during  the  v/ar,  it  has  not  been  reopened  to  sightseers  yet. 
Boating  and  Fishing 

Beaches  and  picnic  grounds  v;ithin  easy  motoring  distance  of  Washingtc 
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havG  been  surveyed  by  the  District  of  Columbia  Motor  Club.  Follovdng  a  list 
of  nearby  resorts,  their  distance  from  dov/nto^m  V/ashington  and  miscellaneous 
information  relative  to  accommodations  available. 

In  tiaryland  (bathing  at  all  beaches):  Alpine  Beach,  near  Baltimore, 
38  miles,  boating  and  fishing;  Beverly  Beach,  near  Annapolis,  35  miles,  cottage  ■ 
for  rent,  dancing;  Chapel  Point,  near  La  Plata,  3B   miles,  fishing,  roller  skat- 
ing; Chesapeake  Beach  Park,  near  North  Beach,  33  miles,  boating,  dancing, 
fishing;  Cottage  Grove,  near  Baltimore,  37  miles,  overnight  accommodations, 
boating,  dancing,  fishing, 

Fairvievv  Beach,  near  Baltimore,  38  miles,  boating,  fishing;  Glen 
Isle,  near  Annapolis,  28  miles,  fishing;  Kcnv/ood  Beach,  near  Prince  Frederick, 
boating,  meals,  dancing,  fishing;  Knoll  Vieiv,  near  Baltimore,  38  miles, 
boating;  MargoVista,  near  Annapolis,  4-0  miles,  boating,  fishing;  Maryland  Beach, 
near  Annapolis,  40  miles,  boating;  Mayo  Beach,  near  Mayo,  30  miles;  North  Beach, 
34-  miles,  overnight  accommodations,  boating,  fishing,  dancing,  amusemc;nts;  Oak 
Grove,  near  Annapolis,  30  miles,  fishing;  Sherwood  Forest,  near  Annapolis, 
34  miles,  overnight  accommodations,  meals,  dancing;  South  River,  near 
Annapolis,  26  miles. 

Bath  houses  or  lockers  are  available  at  virtually  all  beaches  at  a 
nominal  charge. 

Colonial  Beach,  Va.,  is  71  miles  from  the  Capital  and  offers  over- 
night acconmiodations,  cottages,  meals,  boating,  fishing,  dancing. 

A  ?/ide  choice  of  picnic  grounds  is  available  to  holiday  week-enders. 
Svifimmmg  is  an  added  attraction  at  a  few  and  several  feature  fishing  facilities. 
Almost  all  are  equipped  with  fireplaces  for  cooking. 

Following  is  a  partial  list  of  picnic  grounds  in  Maryland. 

Catoctin,  near  Thurmont,  60  miles;  Cedarville  State  Park,  near 
Brandyrfine ,  28  miles;  Doncaster  State  Forest,  near  Doncaster,  40  miles;  Frederic; 
City  Park,  Frederick,  49  miles,  fishing;  Fort  Frederick  State  Park,  near 
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Hagerstovm,  83  miles,  swimming  and  fishing;  Gambrill  State  Park,  near  Frederick, 
32  miles;  Glen  Echo,  9  miles,  dancing;  Marshall  Hall,  near  Accokeek,  31  miles, 
swimming,  fishing,  amusements;  Patapsco  State  Park,  near  Ellicott  City,  35 
miles,  fishing;  Seneca  Park,  near  Darnestovm,  28  mil.^-s,  fishing,  and  Sugar 
Loaf  Mountain,  near  Dickerson,  35  miles. 

In  Virginia:   Ghancellorsville,  near  Fredericksburg,  60  miles; 
Gonv/ay -Robins on,  near  Gainesville,  33  miles;  Elizabeth  Furnace,  near  Front 
Royal,  svi'imming,  fishing;  Fredericksburg  Picnic  Grounds,  near  Fredericksburg, 
54  miles;  Great  Falls,  near  Langloy,  14  miles,  fishing;  Lake  Jackson,  near 
Manassas,  34  miles,  swimming,  fishing,  Spottsylvania  Battle  Field,  near 
Fredericksburg,  63  miles;  Wayside  Park,  near  Stafford,  40  miles,  and  Wilderness, 
near  Fredericksburg^  68  miles. 

Great  Falls,  Md,,  one  of  two  recreation  areas  nea.r  Washington, 
restricted  soon  after  the  var  began,  will  reopen  for  La.bor  Day  visitors, 
Irving  C.  Root,  superintendent  of  National  Capital  Parks,  announced  today. 

Locks  and  lock-houses  i.ill  be  available  for  inspection;  the  C  &  0 
Ganal  tov/path  upstream  from  the  Great  Falls  Locks  v/ill  be  in  use;  and  food 
may  be  bought  at  the  tavern  beginning  tomorrow. 


